
Help! I’m having ten-

sion issues! 

Rethread the machine, 

top and bottom. 

Fixed? Yes! 

Yahoo! 

No. 

Are you using high 

quality materials? 

I can read through my batting 

Use high quality 

fabric, batting, nee-

dles, and thread.  

Yes! 

Are you experiencing 

loops on the bottom of 

your work? 

Like nobody’s business! 

Is your presser 

foot down? 

No 

No… 

Put your presser foot down Some 

Tighten top tension 

Be sure to hold the top 

and bobbin threads when 

you start stitching Yes 

Are bobbin threads 

showing on t the top? 
Loosen top tension 

Fixed? 
Yes 

Yes No 

What’s 

the issue? 
Skipped or weird 

looking stitches 

Make sure you are 

using a quilting 

needle size 75/11 

or larger 

Thread breaking Clean that machine out, 

especially the feed dogs and 

bobbin area. 

While you’re at it... 

Fixed? Yes! No! 

Sadly, it might be time to take it to 

a good repair shop. Your issues 

might be more than a one page 

flowchart can handle! 

Tension issue flowchart 
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